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Without exception, all development plans and policies within the vicinity of, or encompassing Natura
2000 sites (Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation).and Ramsar Sites legally
require a formal HRA to protect the integrity of these sites. Penny Anderson Associates Ltd. (PAA)
carries out such works routinely, in a systematic and thorough manner, to ensure all elements of this
process are completed as requested and to the standards required by law.

e - m— — = —- - — . e e —
— — o 28, ey p— - - = — — —

HRA systematically assesses all likely impacts of any given development plan or policy on the integrity of
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites, including possible effects ‘in combination’ with other plans, projects and
programmes. In the first instance, this involves a Stage 1 Screening Assessment (in consultation with
statutory agencies and key stakeholders) to identify all relevant sites, including details of their qualifying
features and conservation objectives, and the range of potentially negative impacts on their integrity.

In all cases, where it cannot be concluded that a given plan or proposal will not result in significant impacts
on the integrity of a site, a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment will be requested by the competent authority. At
this stage, if there is any doubt concerning adverse impacts on site integrity, permission will be refused.
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‘-ﬂ!""' ——
B
P ':.:E Is the proposal directly connected with/necessary for site management for nature conservation? 1 Permission . -
T e Not all proposals for nature conservation management will automatically pass this test Yes may be - __:"
“‘i ® | » Allqualifying features must be considered for all sites affected granted ——

a Have all interests been fully considered, ideally in an agreed management plan?
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- Is the proposal likely to have a significant effect on the integrity of a site alone or in combination? No e m
" e All potential issues should be discussed and investigated at this stage by key stakeholders including the statutory authority granted - ——
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F e Impacts should be addressed in relation to all qualifying features and the conservation objectives for all affected sites
Yes/unsure: Go to 3

Permission
may be
granted

o
—-— Can it be ascertained that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the site?
e The Competent Authority carries out the appropriate assessment

e Consideration of the conservation objectives is essential in determining effects on site integrity and an Appropriate
Assessment must take these into account.

e If there is any doubt about adverse effects on site integrity, the proposal will fail this test Paisaian
Conclusions must be made on the basis of there being no reasonable scientific doubt as to the absence of adverse effects I No T o=
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Our Expertise g e X
PAA has carried out a diverse range of HRA Screening and Appropriate Assessment work, including: ’ . o
.

A wide range of protected sites: g : e o
o Belfast Lough SPA/Ramsar Site Lo
e Cannock Extension Canal SAC Fohe s &
e Humber Estuary SPA/SAC/Ramsar Site f o
o Ribble and Alt Estuaries SPA/SAC Sl
e Martin Mere SPA/SAC -
e North Wirral Foreshore SAC 3 "
e South Pennines SPA/SAC #

3
Diverse plans and policies including: ‘

o Airport expansion plans, including masterplan optioneering and runway lengthening
o Local Development Plans and Policies

o Renewable energy plant development

e Sports pitches and recreational facilities

e Flying club expansion

o Urban regeneration/development plans

o Reservoir dewatering

e Quarrying

A wide range of qualifying features such as: 3
o Waterbirds ¢

« Freshwater crayfish :
o Floating water-plantain

Various key issues such as:

~ o Air, water, light and noise pollution
% o Operational and construction-based disturbance
o Temporal and spatial population dynamics
o Population viability, connectivity and habitat functionality
, .. Habitat loss/degradation
‘1 o Barriers to movement
’ o Water abstraction and discharge

! For more |nformat|on please contact us: enqumes@ pennyanderson com

Related Brochure Inserts
Information is available summarising our expertise in the following related areas; please contact us if you require copies of any of these numbered brochure inserts:

2. Animals: protected and priority species and development. 6. Birds and development. 8. Ecological survey and evaluation. 9. Ecological survey calendar

12. Environmental impact assessment.. 14. Expert witness and public enquiry support. 24. Literature and data reviews. 27. Strategic planning for wildlife and people.
28. Sustainability: BREEAM and CSH. -29. Vegetation survey and assessment. 31. Wetlands: sustainable urban drainage systems 32. Wind farms: environmental
services. 33. Working in Wales: environmental services

Penny Anderson Associates Ltd. - Park Lea, 60 Park Road, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 6SN - 01298 27086 - enquiries @pennyanderson.com - www.pennyanderson.com - @PAA Ecology



